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13. # EBEE

Fa—ET4 Y K% T-IES # B—The Political System of the EU and its Politics (3E)
<trE>

In the aftermath of the Second World War, for the first time in European history, former enemies created a political
union in order to coordinate their economic and political activities. Among them was Germany, the nation responsible
for the unparalleled destruction that the war brought to the Old Continent and beyond (again), and the nation whose
people planned and carried out the worst crime and horror the world has ever seen: The Holocaust.

Over the past decades, what is today known as the European Union (EU) gradually led to the emergence of a
supranational political system with Germany as one of its core members. Although today the European Union still is

|n

not a “real” state, it is not only made up of 28 (27) sovereign European nations but also of the EU’s very own
institutions, such as the European Commission, the European Parliament (EP), and the European Court of Justice,
which all possess unique powers to shape the lives of more than 500 million citizens in Europe every day.

This course will introduce students to the history and the political system of the EU — its institutional set up and how
it works in general. Furthermore, classes will discuss the significant role Germany has played and plays in Europe
and how Germany’s path through the second half of the 20th century, from a nation divided to a reunified country,
shaped not only the legacy of a nation but that of an entire continent. Current issues and challenges — including
Russia’s war against Ukraine, Brexit, migration, and right-wing populism — regarding both Germany and the EU, will

be covered as well.

Ta—E># K% T-IES## B —European Politics of Human Rights (3%38)

<fgE>

The supranational political system of the European Union today has the power to influence the protection of human
rights all over the world. This course will introduce students into the theory and implementation of human rights and
to EU politics to assess and protect them by significant executive and legislative powers.

This course offers a great insight into comparative European Studies by focusing on human rights as a connecting
principle between all countries and peoples around the world. The first part of the course will focus on the origin and
history of human rights and will offer an overview on the most important international and European institutions and
laws. After a short intfroduction to the political system of the European Union, the second part of the course will
focus on real cases of human rights abuses occurring in EU countries. The students will be confronted with authentic
problems and will discuss and analyze in class the problems occurring when trying to defend basic rights. Successful

integration of different cultures will also be a topic of discussion.

Fa—E# K% T-IES ## B —Regional Economic Integration -The Case of the EU (3&2E)
<tEE>

As globalization and free trade agreements open economies and make then interdependent, the importance of
international trade increases. Globalization has influenced many aspects of multinational companies, from type of
product offerings, tfo production in low cost countries. Trade has also had an impact on multinational companies.
Although the World Trade Organization tries to facilitate free trade, companies find it difficult to benefit from free
trade under the World Trade Organization’s process due to its lengthy processes. This situation has pushed regional
economic integration to the forefront. After a brief introduction into the topic of international business, students will
learn about trade and trade restriction mechanisms. Afterwards, a focus will be put on regional economic integration,
with the European Union as the example of the highest level of integration. The student group will benefit from its
multinational composition by providing different perspectives and apply the theoretical concepts in interactive

exercises such group work or case studies.

Fa—EVH UK T-IES # B —Sustainable Development: History, Concepts, Policies (3%3%)

<HrE>

In 1987, the United Nations (UN) World Commission on Environment and Development (WCED) (known as the
Brundtland Commission) introduced sustainable development as a global vision. It famously defined sustainable
development as a “development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future

generations to meet their own needs". Since the UN Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED) (or the




Rio Summit) in 1992, all levels of government and most sectors in Germany adopted sustainability goals. Sustainable
development was even introduced as a national goal in the German constitution. Meanwhile, it has evolved globally
as a guiding principle and policy goal culminating in the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

This course consists of three blocks. The first block deals with the conceptual origins and development of sustainable
development: How did the WCED and the famous Brundtland definition come about? How did the global vision of
sustainability develop since then up to the adoption of SDGs? The second block addresses ethical foundations of
sustainable development: Why ought we to act in the spirit of sustainable development? What are contentious
issues? Finally, the third block focusses at specific sustainability (with the example of chocolate), nature protection &

biodiversity, and climate.

Ta—EVH Y KRE T-IESF B —Religion and the Challenge of European Identity (#3E)

<trE>

To what extent does religion contribute to shaping people’s identity and or/divide them in Europe today? Religion
has played an important role in the development of European culture and identity, as evidenced by impressive church
buildings as well as by religious themes in classical European art and music. The traditional concept of a "Christian"
Europe has been both challenged and enriched by Islam and Judaism as well as by substantial criticism of the
established churches. Today, the considerable drop in religious observance and belief has led many Europeans to
embrace a "post-Christian" identity, while the presence of immigrant communities is making the continent more multi-
cultural. Nevertheless, Christian churches continue to be officially supported by several European states, and
movements encouraging a re-revitalization of religion have gained attention. In this course, we will address key

questions and problems concerning religion in Europe and will also engage in critical analyses of art and music.

Ta—EYHUKRE T-IESFB —Inspiring, uniting, dividing: The (not so) hidden lessons in Traditional clothing (¥2E)
<tHrE>

For some, traditional garments such as the Japanese Kimono and the German Volkstracht represent uninteresting,
old-fashioned, even restrictive relicts of a distant past. For others, they are a source of inspiration as well as a
possibility for expression of identity and individuality. What is it about these garments that, to the same time, unite
and divide opinions and people?

This seminar puts a special focus on Japanese and German traditional clothing and, being structured around three
blocks, looks into how the past formed their present state, how they are understood and lived today, which time- and

culture-transcending lessons can be learnt by actively engaging with them, and what kind of future may lie ahead of

them.
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<tgE>

The multilateral trading system, which has the World Trade Organization (WTO) at its center, stands at a crossroad.
Although the WTO is the only international organization dealing with global trade rules, the multilateral impasse has
shifted some rule-making away from Geneva to regional trading agreements (RTAs) that cover new and broader
areas and trade rules.

As a result of the failure of multilateral efforts to address both environmental and social issues, the voluntary
sustainability standards (VSS), which consist of certification schemes, labeling programs, and private standards,
emerged rapidly. Fairtrade and Organic Certificates and Standards are some examples. The 2030 Agenda for

Sustainable Development, specifically SDG 17, identifies international trade as an engine for inclusive and




sustainable economic growth. However, the expansion of international trade over the past few decades has fallen
short of public expectations. VSS have risen as an important transnational governance tool to make global value
chains more sustainable by incorporating social and environmental criteria into the production process.

Do VSS work? If so, how do they work? What challenges do VSS face? Do the WTO and RTAs compete with VSS or
complement one another? In the current era of sustainable development, where is trade governance headed?

The purpose of this course is therefore fourfold. First, we aim to examine the evolution of trade governance following
World War II. The second objective is to explain why a new form of tfrade governance has emerged in the era of
sustainable development. The third aim is to introduce the theoretical and empirical roles of VSS in achieving
sustainable development. Finally, the lecturer and students discuss the appropriate forms of trade governance for

the 2 st century.
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