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Fa—EYH > RFET-IESHBE —Insight Germany: Reflecting on Intercultural Experiences

<HFE>

This course is designed to provide international students with a set of skills to understand transnational
experiences and develop cross—cultural dialogues. We will discuss how cultural estrangement can promote a deeper
understanding of foreign cultures and our own. Students will develop various tools to navigate their intercultural
experiences and gain a critical and reflective perspective on culture. In an intercultural journal, students will
reflect on what they are learning in this course and how it might apply to their own life in Germany.

This course is designed to provide international students with a set of skills to understand transnational
experiences and develop cross—cultural dialogues. We will discuss how cultural estrangement can promote a deeper
understanding of foreign cultures and our own. Through ethnographic walks, audiovisual work, museum visits, art,
and cul inary experiences, students will develop various tools to navigate their intercultural experiences and gain

a critical and reflective perspective on culture.

Fa—EYH U RFT-IESRIB —The Political System of the EU and its Politics

<tBE>

In the aftermath of the Second World War, for the first time in European history, former enemies

created a political union in order to coordinate their economic and political activities. Among them was
Germany, the nation responsible for the unparalleled destruction that the war brought to the 0ld
Continent and beyond (again), and the nation whose people planned and carried out the worst crime

and horror the world has ever seen: The Holocaust.

Over the past decades, what is today known as the European Union (EU) gradually led to the

emergence of a supranational political system with Germany as one of its core members. Although

today the European Union still is not a “real” state, it is not only made up of 27 sovereign European
nations but also of the EU’s very own institutions, such as the European Commission, the European

Parliament (EP), and the European Council, which all possess unique powers to shape the lives of




more than 440 million citizens in Europe every day.

This course will introduce students to the history and the political system of the EU — its institutional

set up and how it works in general. Furthermore, classes will discuss the significant role Germany has

played and plays in Europe and how Germany’s path through the second half of the 20th century, from

a nation divided to a reunified country, shaped not only the legacy of a nation but that of an entire

continent. Current issues and challenges — including Russia’s war against Ukraine, Brexit, migration,

and right-wing populism — regarding both Germany and the EU, will be covered as well.

In the aftermath of the Second World War, for the first time in European history, former enemies created a political
union in order to coordinate their economic and political activities. Among them was Germany, the nation responsible
for the unparalleled destruction that the war brought to the 0ld Continent and beyond (again), and the nation whose
people planned and carried out the worst crime and horror the world has ever seen: The Holocaust.

Over the past decades, what is today known as the European Union (EU) gradually led to the emergence of a
supranational political system with Germany as one of its core members. Although today the European Union still is
not a “real” state, it is not only made up of 28 (27) sovereign European nations but also of the EU’ s very own
institutions, such as the European Commission, the European Parlioment (EP), and the European Court of Justice,
which all possess unique powers to shape the lives of more than 500 million citizens in Europe every day.

This course will introduce students to the history and the political system of the EU - its institutional set up
and how it works in general. Furthermore, classes will discuss the significant role Germany has played and plays
in Europe and how Germany’ s path through the second half of the 20th century, from a nation divided to a reunified
country, shaped not only the legacy of a nation but that of an entire continent. Current issues and challenges -
including Russia’ s war against Ukraine, Brexit, migration, and right-wing populism - regarding both Germany and

the EU, will be covered as well.

Fa—EYH > RFET-IESHB —FEuropean Politics of Human Rights

<tHFE>

The new ethics of human rights serves as a unifying principle among nations and peoples worldwide and forms a
fundamental pillar in shaping a common European identity. After an introductory workshop on human rights, the
course will introduce students to the European human rights policies, examining both their successes and
shortcomings. It will also explore one of the most pressing challenges facing the EU today: the protection of
refugees amidst the rise of extremist movements within the Union. Students will engage with real-life case studies
of migrants and asylum and discussing the complexities of accessing fundamental rights in contemporary Europe.
The supranational political system of the European Union today has the power to influence the protection of human
rights all over the world. This course will introduce students into the theory and implementation of human rights
and to EU politics to assess and protect them by significant executive and legislative powers.

This course offers a great insight into comparative European Studies by focusing on human rights as a connecting
principle between all countries and peoples around the world. The first part of the course will focus on the origin
and history of human rights and will offer an overview on the most important international and European institutions
and laws. After a short introduction to the political system of the European Union, the second part of the course
will focus on real cases of human rights abuses occurring in EU countries. The students will be confronted with
authentic problems and will discuss and analyze in class the problems occurring when trying to defend basic rights.

Successful integration of different cultures will also be a topic of discussion

Fa—EYH > RET-IESEB  German History in the 20th Century

<tgE>

History and memory in Germany and Japan share many similarities. Both autocracies were allies who jointly initiated
World War II and ultimately faced a severe defeat. This defeat inflicted a profound collective trauma on each
nation. In the second half of the twentieth century, both countries underwent a challenging transition to democracy,
during which they had to confront this trauma and overcome “a residual distrust of themselves,” as Ian Buruma aptly
describes it. Throughout this process, they faced numerous challenges, including spontaneous and managed forgetting,

self-victimisation, and right-wing populism.




This course introduces students to how Germans and Japanese worked through their difficult pasts from 1945 to the
turn of the twenty-first century. Specifically, we will discuss the similarities and differences between German
Nazism and Japanese militarism. We will also discuss how the two nations have confronted their collective quilt
and commemorated their and others ’victims. Additionally, we will focus on how the pursuit of a transnational memory
emerged around the turn of the century, with Auschwitz and Hiroshima as its central symbols, and how public memories
in both countries are now under threat from far-right populists.

As globalization and free trade agreements open economies and make then interdependent, the importance of
international trade increases. Globalization has influenced many aspects of multinational companies, from type of
product offerings, to production in low cost countries. Trade has also had an impact on multinational companies.
Although the World Trade Organization tries to facilitate free trade, companies find it difficult to benefit from
free trade under the World Trade Organization’ s process due to its lengthy processes. This situation has pushed
regional economic integration to the forefront. After a brief introduction into the topic of international business,
students will learn about trade and trade restriction mechanisms. Afterwards, a focus will be put on regional
economic integration, with the European Union as the example of the highest level of integration. The student group
will benefit from its multinational composition by providing different perspectives and apply the theoretical

concepts in interactive exercises such group work or case studies.

Fa—EYH > RFT-IESHB —Sustainable Development: History, Concepts, Policies

<tEE>

In 1987, the United Nations (UN) World Commission on Environment and Development (WCED) (known as the Brundtland
Commission) introduced sustainable development as a global vision. It fa-mously defined sustainable development as
a “development that meets the needs of the present with—out compromising the ability of future generations to meet
their own needs”. Since the UN Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED) (or the Rio Summit) in 1992, all
levels of government and most sectors in Germany adopted sustainability goals. Sustainable development was even
introduced as a national goal in the German constitution. Meanwhile, it has evolved globally as a guiding principle
and policy goal culminating in the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

This course consists of three elements. Firstly, we discuss the conceptual origins and development of sustainable
development: How did the WCED and the famous Brundtland definition come about? How did the global vision of
sustainability develop since then up to the adoption of SDGs? Secondly, we learn about ethical foundations of
sustainable development: Why ought we to act in the spirit of sus—-tainable development? What are contentious
issues? Thirdly, we focus on a bitter-sweet case study: chocolate.In 1987, the United Nations (UN) World Commission
on Environment and Development (WCED) (known as the Brundtland Commission) introduced sustainable development as
a global vision. It famously defined sustainable development as a “development that meets the needs of the present
without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs”. Since the UN Conference on
Environment and Development (UNCED) (or the Rio Summit) in 1992, all levels of government and most sectors in
Germany adopted sustainability goals. Sustainable development was even introduced as a national goal in the German
constitution. Meanwhile, it has evolved globally as a guiding principle and policy goal culminating in the UN
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

This course consists of three blocks. The first block deals with the conceptual origins and development of
sustainable development: How did the WCED and the famous Brundtland definition come about? How did the global
vision of sustainability develop since then up to the adoption of SDGs? The second block addresses ethical
foundations of sustainable development: Why ought we to act in the spirit of sustainable development? What are
contentious issues? Finally, the third block focusses at specific sustainability (with the example of chocolate),

nature protection & biodiversity, and climate.

Fa—EYH O RET-IESFIE —Religion and the Challenge of European Identity

<tgE>
To what extent does religion contribute to shaping people’s identity and or/divide them in Europe today? Religion
has played an important role in the development of European culture and identity, as evidenced by impressive church

buildings as well as by religious themes in classical European art and music. The traditional concept of a




"Christian” Europe has been both challenged and enriched by Islam and Judaism as well as by substantial criticism
of the established churches. Today, the considerable drop in religious observance and belief has led many Europeans
to embrace a "post-Christian” identity, while the presence of immigrant communities is making the continent more
multi-cultural. Nevertheless, Christian churches continue to be officially supported by several European states,
and religion still plays a significant role in shaping cultural values and identity. In this course, we wil
address key questions and problems concerning religion in Europe.

To what extent does religion contribute to shaping people’ s identity and or/divide them in Europe today? Religion
has played an important role in the development of European culture and identity, as evidenced by impressive church
buildings as well as by religious themes in classical European art and music. The traditional concept of a
"Christian” Europe has been both challenged and enriched by Islam and Judaism as well as by substantial criticism
of the established churches. Today, the considerable drop in religious observance and belief has led many Europeans
to embrace a "post-Christian” identity, while the presence of immigrant communities is making the continent more
multi-cultural. Nevertheless, Christian churches continue to be officially supported by several European states,
and movements encouraging a re-revitalization of religion have gained attention. In this course, we will address
key questions and problems concerning religion in Europe and will also engage in critical analyses of art and

music.

EEEY XX -23a=45—va ik

International Business Communication : Engaging with Diversity in Global Business Contexts

<HE>

In his famous book, The World is Flat (2006), Thomas Friedman predicted that advances in ICT would blur national
borders and frontiers and that everyone in the world, no matter where they were or what they were doing, would be
drawn into the global supply chain and competition, willingly or not

His prediction seems accurate because everyone is now part of the globalised economy. Business processes are
standardized across borders, and people are beginning to speak a common language—English. Many people thought
that, if globalisation continued at this pace, the world would become a more homogeneous place.

However, the global business scene, which was thought to be heading towards homogenization in every sense, is still
rife with miscommunication and conflict. It shows that businesspeople who speak a common language have not
assimilated into the dominant culture but have begun to participate in the global business scene while maintaining
their own cultural identity. To understand modern global business communication, we need to abandon traditional
views of language and communication and adopt a new perspective.

This course provides students with an opportunity to reflect on how they can be involved in the world of business
amid ongoing globalisation while deepening their understanding of the theoretical frameworks important for global

business communication.

BENEY I 250N ZRT BB A NNFT O R0HYE  H 2T FTILRANERE ¥ 515
Policy Issues — The Future of Trade Governance and Sustainable Development: Where do Sustainability Standards and

Certifications Go? -

<tHFE>

The theme of this class is ”Where Do Voluntary Sustainability Standards Fit in the Future of Trade Governance and
Sustainable Development?”

The multilateral trading system. with the World Trade Organization (WTO) at its center, stands at a crossroad.
Although the WTO is the only international organization dealing with global rules of trade, the multilateral
impasse shifted some rule-making away from Geneva to Regional Trading Arrangements (RTAs) covering new and broader
areas and trade rules.

Almost at the same time, the voluntary sustainability standards (VSS) which comprise of certification schemes,
label ling programs and private standards began to emerge quickly as a reaction to failure of multilateral efforts
to address both environmental and social issues. Fairtrade and Organic Certificates and Standards are some of them.
The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, especially in SDG 17, defines international trade as an engine for
inclusive and sustainable growth. Yet, the expansion of international trade in the last decades failed to meet the

expectation of people. VSS have risen as an important transnational governance instrument to make global value

8




chains more sustainable by taking into account social and environmental requirements in the production process.
Do VSS work? If so, how do they work? What are the challenges facing VSS? Are WTO and/or RTA competing with VSS or
are they complementary to each other? Where is the trade governance heading for now in the era of sustainable

development?

XALERF FEY 7R —FYFILEU - RM—ib 4
Topics of Culture and Information Science —-Digital View of EU and Europe— Culture and Society-

<BE>

For hundreds of years, Europe had suffered the tragedy of many wars before 1945. In particular, the center of the
conflict was France and Germany in modern times. ECSC (European Coal and Steel Community), established in 1952
inspired by the ”Schumann Declaration (Link is external)” which advocated the foundation of the mechanism of
supranational Europe in 1950, was a starting point of present EU (European Union). In this lecture, while looking
down at European countries, the first half focuses on looking back upon the pace of the EU, which is a regional
integration affiliated with twenty-seven countries, and exceeding 450 million people. The second half concentrates
on explaining the cultural and social histories, and the present situations beyond the various histories, cultures,
and social structures of European countries using the visualization based on statistical survey data. Main contents
contain diverse aspects such as “Family and social inequality”, “Religion”, “Work and |ife”, “Society and |ife”,
“National identity”, “Citizenship”, “The role of government”, and “Environment” etc. At the very end of this
lecture, we will discuss the essential issues such as what the EU is like. How has the EU been developing? What

kind of social implications does the EU provide?
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