
AKP 科目シラバス 
 

【１】 クラス名：Lens on Postwar Japan: Culture and Community 

  担当者：Professor James Orr 

  曜日講時：月 4・水 3 

 

This history of post-WWII Japan is a holistic examination of the interplay of politics and 

culture, focusing on the dynamics of war recollection and the anti-nuclear peace 

movement, evolving ethnic and national identities in a post-imperial era, changing social 

norms during and after the high-growth years, and, toward the end of the century, the 

emergence of environmental awareness and global citizenship. Contemporary feature 

films will serve as windows to their times, along with pop music, architecture and urban 

space, art, manga, political cartoons, and anime. 

 

Evaluation: 

• class participation (25%) 

• Defeat and Occupation exam, Monday Feb. 6 (10%) 

• Ten journal entries for the first ten weeks of the course, graded on a scale of 0-2, due 

Fridays (20%) 

• One in-depth analysis of assigned cinematic films. Student’s choice as to which 

film/films. Due Wed. 3/29 (20%; rubric to be provided) 

• term research paper on a postwar topic of student’s choosing (25%; paper due end of 

term; rubric to be provided). 

 

 

【２】 クラス名：The Japanese Language: Its Past, Present and Future 

  担当者：Professor Naoko Nemoto 

  曜日講時：月 3・水 4 

 

This course aims to explore the history of the Japanese language in order to promote 

deeper understanding how the language has been used and where it will go from now. 

The course is designed for learners of Japanese who already know basic vocabulary, 

simple sentence structures and the modern writing system of Japanese with Hiragana, 

Katakana and Kanji. Students are encouraged to contribute the relevant data from their 

lives in Kyoto and their thoughts from their experience as learners of Japanese as a 

foreign language. 

 

 



Assessment for each entry 

Relevancy of the entry (whether the entry satisfies one of the above criteria) 30% 

Quality of Explanation of the expressions or description of the experience 40% 

Critical thoughts and questions on the entry that are related to the class contents 30% 

 

 

【３】 クラス名：Living with the Bomb: A Comparative Study of Gender, Race and 

Nationalism in Japan and the United States, 1945-Present 

  担当者：Professor Ann Sherif 

  曜日講時：火３・木３ 

 

This course will focus on the moral, ideological and historical complexity of the explosion 

of the atomic bomb during World War II, and subsequent cultural responses in both the 

Japan and United States as people learned to live with the bomb. Throughout the course 

we will foreground questions of race and gender, especially as they are embedded in 

concepts of nation, in order to explore the ideological struggles to justify and live with 

the bomb. Most discussions of the bomb focus on military and political issues. This 

course instead will use feminist theories, studies of nationalism, and critical race theory 

in order to foreground comparative analyses of the significance of gender and race in 

both wartime and postwar political and social experiences, as well as cultural responses 

in Japan and the United States. The class will also explore nuclear culture, public history, 

and activism in Kyoto and other places in Japan through visits to museums, war sites, and 

guest presentations. 

 

Grading Policy 

Daily class attendance & participation 30% 

Seven snapshots (one on hibakusha story) 20% 

Midterm Exam 20% 

Presentation 10% 

Final project (presentation & paper) 20% 

Absences and late work will affect final grade negatively. 

 

 

【４】 クラス名：Religion, Tradition and Temple-Tourism in Kyoto 

  担当者：Professor Catherine Ludvik, Kyoto Sangyo University 

  曜日講時：火 4・木 4 

 

Filled with over two thousand temples and shrines, the ancient capital of Kyoto provides 

the ideal setting for the study of Japanese religions. Temples and shrines, however, are 



not only sites of faith, but locales where religion, tradition, culture and tourism intersect. 

Against this vibrant and complex background accommodating diverse modes of religious 

practice and sightseeing, this course explores selected aspects of Shinto, Buddhism and 

the New Religions of Japan in historical as well as contemporary context. We will examine 

present-day attitudes to religion, lived by many as inherited tradition, in conjunction with 

the enormous popularity of the city’s temples and shrines that function as promoters of 

cultural identity and World Heritage tourism. 

 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

1. Attendance and participation in classes and field trips, timely completion of the 

required readings, reflections on field trips, films and readings, and to s 

contributionsdiscussion class (20%) . 

2. Class presentation based on research and group/individual temple fieldwork (20%). 

3. a hreeTssignments (60%): shrine fieldwork (20%), interview analysis (20%) , 

review assignment (20%)course . 

 


